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native Christians to the fact that their change in religious belief removes the 
race prejudices against eating fish, while in the case of the Boman Catholics 
it is substituted by a sort of compulsion to eat it He believes that this pro¬ 
portion exists also in the other lazarettos in the Punjab. From his observa¬ 
tions he states that it is probable that the prevalence of leprosy among the 
native Christians is not less than SO or 40 per 10,000, as contrasted with 1.8 
in the general community, which includes the Christians, and is very much 
augmented by them. 

Mr. Hutchinson believes that the prevalence of leprosy in India would be 
much lessened by the removal of the very high duty on salt. He holds that 
with the removal of this duty the fish would be much better cured, and far 
less unwholesome fish would be placed on the market. 

A Contribution to the Study of the Achilles-jerk and the Front-tap._ 

Walton and Paul ( Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease, June, 1903, 
p.342)have made a careful study of these two reflexes in health and in various 
diseases. In testing for the Achillea-jerk they rather prefer the position with 
the patient kneeling in a chair. The front-tap is elicited by smartly tapping 
the tibialis anticus with a Taylor rubber hammer, less advantageously by the 
finger, the examiners meantime flexing the foot doraally, and holding it in 
this position : the ankle resting on the knee of the examiner or on the edge 
of a stool. The reflex consists in plantar flexion of the foot. The conclu¬ 
sions come to by the writere are as follows: 

_ 1. The Achilles-jerk is practically as constant in health as the knee-jerk. 
This reflex varies less in health than the knee-jerk in excursion and activity, 
and is the most easily elicited and uniform of all tendon reflexes. 

2. The Achilles-jerk disappears, as a rule, early in tabes dorsalis, and its 
absence is as diagnostic of that disease as is loss of the knee-jerk. Wo have 
not seen a case far enough advanced to establish tabes with persistence of the 
Achilles-jerk, except one case in which both the knee-jerk and the Achilles- 
jerk were present on one side only. We have observed bilateral preservation 
of the knee-jerk and loss of Achilles-jerk in two out of five cases of tabes. 

3. Eufeeblement of knee-jerk in health on one side or both may be due to 
prior toxic influence, as diphtheria. This may also be true of the Achilles- 
jerk, though in one case in which it could be demonstrated of the knee-jerk, 
the Achilles-jerk was normal. Further observations on this point are 
desirable. 

4. The front-tap is present (generally on both sides) in about 40 per cent, 
of individuals in ordinary health; in some it is very active. It follows that 
its presence alone, even if active, does not establish disease, nor indicate ex¬ 
cessive irritability of the nervous system. 

5. In organic disease the front-tap is generally increased with the other 
reflexes in hypertonic, and decreased (generally wanting) in hypotonic states. 

6. In the so-called functional disordera, hysteria, neurasthenia, and unclassi¬ 
fied psychoses, we have found the front-tap present in 71 per cent. In 
epilepsy we have found it present in 75 per cent, of cases. The test may 
therefore here prove of aid in combination with other findings, though its mere 
presence, or even activity, is not of positive diagnostic value; nor does its 
absence negative the existence of neuropathic conditions. 
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7. Both these reflexes deserve to be placed upon the list of routine testa for 
purposes of diagnosis. This is particularly true of the Achilles reflex, which 
19 ox tae greater positive diagnostic value. 
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A Casa of Tetanus Treated with Antitotanio Serum; Recovery- 
Wyntee (Lancet, November 15, 1902) reports the case of a man aged 
forty years who ran a rusty nail into the ball of his left foot, which was fol- 
lowed by the development of tetanus ten days later. The convulsions re¬ 
curred during twenty-seven days, and forly-five days elapsed between the 
injury and complete convalescence. Fever was noted for fourteen days the 
highest temperature being 102.6° F. on the eighth day from the appearance 
of symptoms. Antitetamc serum was given in doses of ten cubic centime¬ 
tres every six hours for sixty doses until the convulsions subsided. Extract 
of physostigma was also administered in half-grain doses every six hours 
and only omitted when all rigidity had gone. Morphine was relied npon to 
relieve the pain and to induce sleep during the acute period, but two grains a 
day were never exceeded. Applications of hot water certainly relieved 
local spasm, and evacuation of the bowels was always attended with benefit 
That this was a genuine case of tetanus was amply proved by the onset 
and course of the symptoms. Though severe, it was not of the acute type 
which proves fatal within two or three days, and there was an absence of 
prolonged spasm or fixation of the. respiratory muscles or glottis, such as 
proved fatal in other cases. How far the remedies, applied early and per- 
sjstenHy, modified the development it is difficult to say, though the relief 
afforded by hot applications and morphine was immediate and undoubted. 


S “ glcal Treatmeilt of Anuria.— Be van (Annals of Surgery, April, 
1903), after reporting a successful operation for a case of obstructive anuria 
states that total suppression of urine occurs: * 

1. From mechanical obstruction of the ureter of the single functionating 
kidney of an individual, the other kidney either being congenitally absent or 
destroyed by previous disease. 

2. From mechanical obstruction of one ureter in an individual possessing 
two functionating kidneyB, with increased intrarenal pressure on the 



